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Tushar thinks his name is too unusual. Can his mom convince him to keep it? And will he really
catch fish in a golf course when they move from New York City to the suburbs?These are just
some of the questions raised in the heartwarming recollections of Shaku Atre, born in India, who
chased her dream job to the U.S. but always made raising her children her highest
priority.Detailing events in her son’s childhood mainly during the ages of four through seven, Mrs.
Atre immerses readers in Tushar’s amusing adventures, which often include his little sister,
Nisha. They might also include the children’s unofficially adopted German “grandparents” or
their Indian grandmother. Young readers will enjoy finding out such things as:Why doesn’t
toddler Tushar recognize his father?How does Tushar feel about his little sister?Does Tushar
make friends in his new neighborhood?Why does Tushar refuse to ride the school bus?Does
Tushar triumph over prejudices?These true tales will transport readers into the world of a loving,
multicultural, real family. Since they are written by a mother from her own perspective, the book
brims with her honest feelings of happiness, concern, and regret. Charming black-and-white
illustrations help each chapter come alive.Whether dealing with an issue pertinent to immigrants
(such as learning the language of one’s new country) or an issue common to all kids, A Boy
Named Tushar will both entertain and enrich readers of all ages.

From Publishers WeeklyClinton has an extraordinary knack of compressing complex history into
an informing brief paragraph or a single sentence, making this "first full-scale biography" of
Tubman (18251913) a revelation. To the task of illuminating the "difficult to document" life of the
woman known as "Moses," Clinton brings her deep immersion in Southern history, women's
history and African-American history. Succinctly, she sets the stage upon which Tubman moves,
offering just enough biographical detail to give less well-known figures vitality (Mary Shadd Cary
gets more space than Frederick Douglass; Union general David Hunter more than William Lloyd
Garrison) and just enough historical detail to render Tubman's milieu meaningful (unfamiliar
Canadian history gets more space than the familiar Fugitive Slave Acts). Although she often
posed as an old woman, Tubman was in her 20s when she began her rescues, and in her
mid-30s as the Civil War broke out. Clinton is meticulous (without being annoying) in
distinguishing the speculative from the known in Tubman's private life. Of far greater
consequence is Clinton's revelation of Tubman's public (though usually clandestine) work. In
distinguishing between "runaways" and "fugitives," between "conductors" and "abductors...
those who ventured into the South to extract slaves" ("all of them white men" before Tubman), in
detailing the extent to which she "never wavered in her support" of John Brown, in chronicling
her role in the Combahee River raid, Clinton turns sobriquets into meaningful descriptors of a
unique person. In her hands, a familiar legend acquires human dimension with no diminution of



its majesty and power.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.
All rights reserved. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From Bookmarks
MagazineAt long last Harriet Tubman, the subject of school myth and lore, has a full-fledged
biography. Critics agree that Clinton does a remarkable job researching the life of a woman who
left few traces; not only was she born into slavery, but she was also illiterate, and the
Underground Railroad left no written records. Despite these obstacles, Clinton delves into
university archives to paint a detailed portrait of Tubman's life--from her marriage, militant
politics, and role in the Underground Railroad to her activism in the northern free black
community of Philadelphia. Her significant contribution lies in placing Tubman's life smartly
within 19th-century Southern history. In short, this graceful biography elevates Tubman from a
minor cultural icon to a significant figure in American history.Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson
Media, Inc.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Review''... a wonderful blend of
history and biography...reads like a novel... a triumph.'' --Doris Kearns Goodwin, Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian''...in this lively biography...Clinton has restored this indomitable woman to her
rightful place as one of the true heroes....'' --David Herbert Donald, Charles Warren Professor of
American History Emeritus, Harvard University''At last Harriet Tubman...has received the
stunning and major biography that she has so long deserved...absolutely thrilling...'' --Gail
Buckley, author of American Patriots --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From
BooklistClinton, who has taught history at Harvard and has written 15 books, presents a full
portrait of a complicated woman with deep religious convictions, incredible courage, and a
passion for freedom. Tubman suffered from seizures and narcolepsy because of a head injury
sustained when she tried to help an escaping slave. Her condition might have contributed to the
constant visions she reported of fleeing harrowing circumstances and of danger signs that she
often heeded to her benefit. Clinton recalls Tubman's vital role in the Underground Railroad; her
relationship with other prominent antislavery activists of the time, including Frederick Douglass,
William Lloyd Garrison, John Brown, and Sojourner Truth; her espionage and other services
provided to the Union during the Civil War; and her later involvement in women's rights issues.
Also covered are Tubman's early marriage, her many rescues of enslaved family members, the
mysterious abduction of a fair-skinned girl who may have been her own daughter, and her later
marriage to a man nearly 20 years her junior. Vanessa BushCopyright © American Library
Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the
AuthorCatherine Clinton is a writer and historian with over 15 books currently in print. She has
taught at Harvard University, Brandeis, and Brown. She has held chairs at the University of
Richmond, and Wofford College. She lives in Connecticut.--This text refers to an alternate
kindle_edition edition.From the Inside Flap"At last Harriet Tubman...has received the stunning
and major biography that she has so long deserved...absolutely thrilling..." (Gail Buckley, author
of American Patriots). "...in this lively biography...Clinton has restored this indomitable woman to
her rightful place as one of the true heroes...." (David Herbert Donald, Charles Warren Professor
of American History Emeritus, Harvard University) --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition



edition.Read more
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Copyright © 2022 by Shaku AtreAll rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior permission.Library of
Congress Control Number: 2021924568Editor: Jeanette BriggsIllustrations: Damaris Gonzalez.
Some art for the cover and pages 28, 42, and 43 was created by Julia Werner.Book Design:
Aimee HarrisonTo Tante Lisel, Onkel Rolf,and, of course, Tushar and NishaCONTENTS1 * I Will
Never, Never, Ever Forget You, Tushar!2 * Tushar’s Barricade3 * A New Baby Arrives4 *
Neighbors, Languages, and Lullabies5 * Tante Lisel and Onkel Rolf Arrive6 * How Tushar Got
His Name7 * Diwali, Chakli, and a Surprise “Guest”8 * Tushar and the Ugly Bass9 * Tushar and
Nisha’s First Letter to Me10 * Tushar, Nisha, and a Trampoline11 * For the Love of Bikes12 *
Tushar, Nisha, and Doug on the Roof13 * Will Tushar Run Away?14 * When Did Tushar Learn to
Swim?AcknowledgmentsIam Shaku Atre. I was born in India, and so was my husband, Prabhu.
We both studied very hard to graduate from our colleges there. Then we each received a
scholarship to continue learning at a school in another country: Prabhu’s school was in Austria,
and mine was in Germany. After finishing our studies, we lived in Germany. Our first child,
Tushar, was born there. And there we met a very kind and helpful German couple, Elisabeth and
Rolf Ritter. We became so close to them, we practically became a family. We called Mrs. Ritter
“Tante Lisel” (Aunt Lisel) and Mr. Ritter “Onkel Rolf ” (Uncle Rolf); they were like grandparents to
Tushar.We left Germany and moved to the United States. Why? Because I loved computers, and
back then the US had the most advanced computer technology. Prabhu arrived in the US before
I did.I had worked in Germany at IBM (International Business Machines), a computer company
known worldwide. So I started to look for a job at the same company in the US. I was already a
programmer. My job was to program computers to do special tasks, such as printing paychecks.
Computers were much larger back then than they are now. In fact, they were HUGE. The many
parts of one computer could take up a whole room!Eventually we settled in New York City. That
was a very busy time. We both worked during the day, and Prabhu took a computer
programming class at night. We also had our little son to take care of. When Prabhu was
finishing his class, Tushar was only three years old. Mr. and Mrs. Ritter wanted to live with us
permanently and help watch Tushar. We thought this was a great idea. But they needed
Permanent Resident Cards and a letter from us saying that we would be responsible for them.
They applied for these cards and waited in Germany to receive approval. In the meantime, I
employed a full-time nanny during the day. But if I needed to go out in the evening, I had to have
someone else look after Tushar for a few hours.
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WDC Mom, “Lovely family stories. This book includes a set of very short stories about the
everyday life of a not-at-all ordinary immigrant family. I read it with my son who was very
interested in learning more about the boy named Tushar - a creative, funny, astute little kid
adjusting to family and life changes in charming ways. Maybe there will be a sequel about his
little sister (born during the time period in the book) coming soon!”

Dori E. Palcovich, “A Mother’s Memory. This is a simply described book of a mother’s loving
memory of her beloved son.”

miss tickle, “A heartfelt book, a true and touching story. This book comes deeply from the heart.
In these stories we can travel from India to NYC and understand Tushar's experiences, which
are deeply tied to his family of several generations. This book will be here to keep his story alive
for years and years to come.”

Mayank Chaudhary, “A mother's memories of her son's childhood. The stories are full of positive,
simple, relatable experiences, and loving memories from the point of view of a doting mother.
The stories are short, detailed, and beautifully described.””

L, “Heartwarming stories - children's book, but adults will love it, too. This is a wonderful
children's book with heartwarming true stories of an inquisitive boy's childhood. Shaku Atre is a
great storyteller.”

Marie, “Delightful !. This is a delightful children's book that will transport adults to that less
complicated time before the existence of “play dates”. A time when children were able to roam
and have adventures without constant supervision. Added to the normal growing up adventures
Tushar - as an immigrant child - experiences what it means to be different and learns to
embrace it with joy. There are also lessons for parents sharing these stories with their children
which could lead to constructive discussions. A book filled with stories that are universally
identifiable.”

The book by Shaku Atre has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 7 people have provided feedback.
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